Text comprehension =

Learning to distinguish between facts and opinions
based on the comprehension of the text read

@ OBJECTIVE: To develop the ability to understand the text read
and to differentiate between facts and opinions.

Sg TOOLS: Printed PDF worksheets, pencil, eraser.

(@ COMPLETING THE TASK

The student is provided with printed worksheets. The task is explained
to the student.

The student is asked to:
- Read the title of the text and discuss the topic;

- Read the statements presented below the text. Think about whether
the statement is a fact or an opinion and mark the correct choice in
pencil;

- Read the text and think about whether it was understood. Ask for
assistance in case of unknown words.

- Read the statements once again and verify if the marked answers are
correct. If needed, erase the pencil markings and make new ones,
marking the correct answer.

- Check the answers using the answer sheet (see annex).

Q ADDITIONAL IDEAS FOR COMPLETING THE TASKS

First, for the student to understand the concepts of fact and opinion and
the difference in their meaning, the student can say what is known
about a familiar animal: the things that the student has seen with own
eyes are a fact, and the things that the student imagines the animal
does is an opinion (for example, a cat climbs trees is a fact, while I
think that cats are not friendly with mice is an opinion).
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TASK

1. Read the title of the text. Think about it and say what you know
about the topic.

2. Read the statements presented below the text. Think about
them and, using a pencil, mark which statements are facts and
which ones are opinions.

3. Read the text, think about whether you understood its meaning.
In case there are any unknown words, ask for assistance.

4. Read the statements once again and verify if your answers are
correct. If needed, erase your pencil markings and circle the
correct answer.

5. Check the answers (use the answer sheet).

TASK FLOWCHART

Tick the stages you have completed v
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Name: Class:

The lynx

The lynx is a carnivorous mammal, belonging to the cat family and the
order of predators. Lynxes live in large forests and build a nest using logs,
branches, tree roots, dry grass and other natural resources. Due to heavy
and frequent deforestation, suitable habitats for nesting are reduced.

Lynxes feed on does, all kinds of mice, deer, hares and birds. Tufted ears
help lynxes to hear their prey better while hunting. They also have very
good sight, especially at night: they allow a lynx to notice a mouse 80
meters away. Lynxes do not have much endurance, so they usually attack
weak and feeble animals. Lynxes are afraid of people and stay away from
them.

Lynxes are more than twice as big as domesticated cats. They weigh 5 to
17 kilograms. Lynxes do not get stuck in snow because their feet serve as
natural snow boots. When lynx cubs are born, their eyes are bright blue,
and when the animals mature, the eyes darken and become brown. Their
hind legs are much longer than the front ones: when hunting, they sneak
towards the victim and in order to catch the prey they need to take several
sudden leaps, hence they need a good take-off from the ground.

If you happen to meet a lynx when hiking in the forest, the first step is not
to panic. You should try to make the lynx think you are very big, so it's
advised to raise your hands and start waving. However, it's not
recommended to shout, as noise may provoke the animal’s aggression.
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Name: Class:

Mark the word as ' fact ' if it is true or if it is an event that has definitely occurred.

Mark the word as ©_ opinion  if someone thinks that or believes in it.

Choose
Lynxes are mammals. fact opinion
Lynxes build nests and live in them. fact opinion
All lynxes are lazy, so it’s probably impossible for o
fact opinion
them to catch a young doe.
The life of all lynxes is probably very interesting. fact opinion
I think it’s really boring to watch lynxes. fact opinion
A lynx’s vision is better at night than during the o
fact opinion
day.
The eyes of lynxes become brown as they .
fact opinion
mature.
Lynxes are bigger than domesticated cats. fact opinion
A lynx can weigh 10 kilograms. fact opinion
It would be a pity if lynxes went extinct. fact opinion
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Name: Class:
ANNEX
Lynxes are mammals. fact opinion
Lynxes build nests and live in them. fact opinion

All lynxes are lazy, so it’s probably impossible for

fact opinion
them to catch a young doe. P
The life of all lynxes is probably very interesting. fact opinion
I think it’s really boring to watch lynxes. fact opinion
A lynx’s vision is better at night than during the o
fact opinion
day.
The eyes of lynxes become brown as they o
fact opinion
mature.
Lynxes are bigger than domesticated cats. fact opinion
A lynx can weigh 10 kilograms. fact opinion
It would be a pity if lynxes went extinct. fact opinion
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